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This policy has been written using the NCETM Calculation Guidance and the DfE Non-Statutory Guidance. 

This policy is to ensure that pupils develop efficient strategies for solving calculations. Efficiency in calculation requires having a variety of mental strategies. 

Informal methods of recording calculations are an important stage to help children develop fluency with formal methods of recording. Teaching column 

methods for calculation provides the opportunity to develop both procedural and conceptual fluency. Teachers need to ensure that pupils understand the 

structure of the mathematics presented in the algorithms, with a particular focus on place value. 

Children’s conceptual understanding and fluency is strengthened if they experience concrete, visual and abstract representation of a concept during a 

lesson. Moving between the concrete and the abstract helps children to connect abstract symbols with familiar contexts, thus providing the opportunity to 

make sense of, and develop fluency in the use of, abstract symbols. 

Pupils should be able to choose and use efficient calculations methods for addition, subtraction, multiplication and division. They must also have automatic 

recall of a core set of multiplicative and additive facts to enable them to focus on learning new concepts. 
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